What is a nursery?
A nursery is a place to plant seeds
in a prepared soil bed or in transplant containers until the seedlings
have established themselves.
These seedlings can then be transplanted out into the field to grow
to maturity.
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Advantages
• You can easily care for the
seedlings and water them often.
• You can protect the seedlings
from insects, birds, hot sun,
and wind.
• The transplants will be of a
more uniform size and maturity,
with fewer missing plants in the
field.
• You can start the nursery while
another crop is still in the field.
This gives you a faster rotation
and more crops per year.
• You can easily time your
planting and harvest to target a
market window.
• Fewer missing plants and better
uniformity means higher prices
and more money per crop!
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A nursery on a farm.
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How to make a nursery

Transplanting
To make transplanting easier, plant
seedlings in small cans, cups, or
reusable transplant trays.
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Prepare the ground for seeding.
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Divide the area into planting beds for
each of the varieties you want.

After the seedlings have sprouted,
continue to water and monitor them.
Seedlings require intensive care.

Even used yogurt
cups can serve as
pots for a nursery
after being cleaned.
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Seed, water, and cover the beds with a
sack or plastic sheeting to encourage
germination.

Identify the planted beds with a sign
that specifies the plant and variety.

When the seedlings are ready, carefully
remove them from their containers and
plant them in a production field.

