Why pineapples?
The pineapple is one of the most
desirable tropical fruits in the
marketplace, which gives it great
economic and social importance.
In Cape Verde, pineapples can be
grown on almost all the islands
with proper irrigation.

New Varieties:
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A Queen Victoria pineapple.

Varieties
There are two varieties of
pineapple recently introduced to
Cape Verde: Cayenne lisse and
Queen Victoria. In choosing a
variety, you should consider:
• adaptation to local conditions
• market demands
• availability
• seedling quality
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A Cayenne lisse pineapple.
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Agronomy
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When to grow
It is recommended to plant pineapples
between the end of the dry season and
the start of the rainy season. However,
periods of intense rain present some
challenges with soil management: soil
may get into the eye of the plant and
encourage disease.

When planting, separate into groups
according to the type and size of the
cuttings, to facilitate treatments. The
spacing used for pineapples varies with
the variety, the purpose of production,
and other factors, but in Cape Verde it
is generally recommended to make
rows every 70 cm, with 40 cm between
cuttings.

Pineapples can be grown year-round as
long as your soil is moist or can be
irrigated, and if you can obtain healthy
plant material.

After the soil has been prepared, dig
holes for the cuttings with a hoe. If
your planting is very large, you may opt
to dig furrows with a plow.

How to grow

The planting of pineapple cuttings can
be done in single or double rows with
high
densities.

Soil prepration and pre-fertilization
On land where other crops have already
been grown, plow the soil in both
directions to a depth of 30 cm.
Distribute manure and fertilizer as you
go; use 250 to 300 kg of manure and
2 kg of NPK fertilizer per 100 m2.
Planting
Pineapples are grown from cuttings of
existing plants. Ask an extensionist
how you can buy cuttings that have
been prepared in a nursery.

After a
rigorous
Fajã, São Nicolau
selection,
distribute
the cuttings alongside the planting
rows. Place the cutting vertically within
the hole or furrow and fill the space
around it with soil so that it is firmly
buried, up to at most 1/3 of its size. Do
not allow dirt to get into the middle of
the blades (the eye of the plant).

Fertilization
It is always best to perform an analysis
of the soil from the planting area, as it
provides valuable insights that allow
you to fine-tune your use of fertilizer.
In most cases, the appropriate amounts
of fertilizer are as follows:
Nutrient

Qty. per plant

N
P2O 5
K2 O
Mg

12 to 20 g
1 to 4 g
8 to 30 g
20g

urea
phosphate
potassium sulfate
Epsom salt

Pineapples grow faster with adequate
magnesium.
Therefore, with 100 plants, you would
need 2 kg of urea (46% N) and 3 kg of
potassium sulfate (50% K2O) during the
first phase of plant growth.
Irrigation
Pineapples need less water than other
crops. The amount of water required
varies depending on the plant's stage
of development and the environmental
conditions, generally between 1.3 and 5
liters per m2 per day.

