Sound familiar?
Francisco had a great harvest of
tomatoes. But when he brought
them to the market, he found that
many other farmers were also
selling their tomatoes. The market
was flooded, and prices were low.
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Francisco had two options: sell at
the low price, or wait and take the
risk that his products might spoil.
Frustrated, he decided to sell.
Three weeks later he was in the
market again. This time, tomatoes
were nowhere to be found. If only
he had waited a few more weeks,
he would have earned the high
profit he deserves.
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You can use a crop calendar to decide when to
plant.

A better way
Francisco could have used a crop
calendar to better plan his
harvesting schedule. A crop
calendar is a simple tool that helps
farmers take advantage of market
trends. Read on to learn how to
create your own crop calendar and
avoid situations like the above.
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With a crop calendar, you can plan to harvest
when prices are high.
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Make a calendar

Think and revise

Experiment

Follow the example above.
1. Write down the months of the year.
2. Pick one crop.
3. For each growing cycle, make a line
from the time you plant that crop to
the time you harvest it.

Are prices high when you harvest? In
the onion calendar above, onions are
first harvested in March and sold for
130 escudos. The price of onions drops
to 110 while the second crop is
growing, but returns to 135 before the
second harvest.

Make calendars for all your crops. Try
making calendars for crops you've
never grown before — you may see an
opportunity you've been missing!

Then estimate and write down the price
of that crop for each month. Use your
memory (or written records) of prices
in previous years, use data from the
Market Information System, or ask an
extensionist for information. Don't
worry about being exact.

This is not an accident. A crop calendar
can help you plan to harvest when
prices are high. Just make your
calendar in reverse — start with prices,
and draw your growing cycles so that
they end when prices are high. Then
you will know when to plant.

If you expect a crop to have high prices
for several months, you may want to
grow it on multiple fields at the same
time (see example below). Or maybe
you prefer to grow several different
crops to distribute your risk.

Then think about your capacity. What is
the best way to use your land?
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